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1.

Sara
Once on a dark winter’s day, when the yellow fog hung 

so thick and heavy in the streets of London that the lamps 
were lighted and the shop windows blazed with gas as they 
do at night, an odd- looking little girl sat in a cab with 
her father and was driven rather slowly through the big 
thoroughfares.

At this moment she was remembering the voyage she 
had just made from Bombay with her father, Captain 
Crewe. She was thinking of the big ship, of the Lascars 
passing silently to and fro on it, of the children playing 
about on the hot deck, and of some young officers’ wives 
who used to try to make her talk to them and laugh at the 
things she said.

It was a big, dull, brick house, exactly like all the others 
in its row, but that on the front door there shone a brass 
plate on which was engraved in black letters:

Miss Minchin,
Select Seminary for Young Ladies.
It was just then that Miss Minchin entered the room. 

She was very like her house, Sara felt: tall and dull, and 
respectable and ugly. She had large, cold, fishy eyes, and 
a large, cold, fishy smile. It spread itself into a very large 
smile when she saw Sara and Captain Crewe. She had heard 
a great many desirable things of the young soldier from the 
lady who had recommended her school to him. Among 
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other things, she had heard that he was a rich father who 
was willing to spend a great deal of money on his little 
daughter.

 “It will be a great privilege to have charge of such a 
beautiful and promising child, Captain Crewe,” she said, 
taking Sara’s hand and stroking it.

Sara stood quietly, with her eyes fixed upon Miss 
Minchin’s face. She was thinking something odd, as usual.

“Why does she say I am a beautiful child?” she 
was thinking. “I am not beautiful at all. Colonel 
Grange’s little girl, Isobel, is beautiful. She has 
dimples and rose-colored cheeks, and long hair 
the color of gold. I have short black hair and green 
eyes; besides which, I am a thin child and not fair 
in the least. I am one of the ugliest children I ever 
saw. She is beginning by telling a story.”

 “Yes,” said Captain Crewe, drawing Sara close. “She is 
a darling little creature. Take great care of her for me, Miss 
Minchin.”

Sara stayed with her father at his hotel for several days; 
in fact, she remained with him until he sailed away again to 
India. They went out and visited many big shops together, 
and bought a great many things. They bought, indeed, 
a great many more things than Sara needed; but Captain 
Crewe was a rash, innocent young man and wanted his 
little girl to have everything she admired and everything 
he admired himself, so between them they collected a 
wardrobe much too grand for a child of seven. There 
were velvet dresses trimmed with costly furs, and lace 
dresses, and embroidered ones, and hats with great, soft 

ostrich feathers, and ermine coats and muffs, and boxes of 
tiny gloves and handkerchiefs and silk stockings in such 
abundant supplies that the polite young women behind 
the counters whispered to each other that the odd little 
girl with the big, solemn eyes must be at least some foreign 
princess—perhaps the little daughter of an Indian rajah.

When the cab drove away from the door, Sara was sitting 
on the floor of her sitting room, with her hands under her 
chin and her eyes following it until it had turned the corner 
of the square. Emily was sitting by her, and she looked after 
it, too. When Miss Minchin sent her sister, Miss Amelia, 
to see what the child was doing, she found she could not 
open the door.

 “I have locked it,” said a queer, polite little voice from 
inside. “I want to be quite by myself, if you please.”

3

BookSurge
Note
Excerpted passages appear as such.

BookSurge
Note
If you elect not to use fleurons to signify a section break, the break will look like this.

BookSurge
Note
Note that the author's name and title are listed on facing pages, both alongside of the page numbers.



A Little Princess 5

2.

Font Samples

A sample of all letter forms and numbers from this font 
family appears below in a larger font size than the standard 
paragraph font size for clarity of detail.
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